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JSU football to play Florida State on Oct. 3 in first nonconference game
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/jsu-football-to-play-florida-state-on-oct-3-in-first-non-conference-game/
August 20, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State University football team announced on Thursday that the
Gamecocks will play Florida State University on Oct. 3.
This game will be the third non-conference football game Jacksonville State has in its
schedule, after the Ohio Valley Conference announced teams were allowed to play four.
Jacksonville State Athletics are still planning the fourth and final game in their 2020
football schedule.
With the addition of this game, Jacksonville State will be playing Florida State in 2021 in
back-to-back seasons. Florida State will pay JSU $400,000 for traveling to Doak Campbell
Stadium, according to a report from The Anniston Star.
This game against Jacksonville State will replace the game Florida State University had
scheduled against Samford University, which would have been played on September 19th.
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Greg Seitz, JSU’s athletic director, said that since learning that JSU wouldn’t be able to
play conference games, JSU athletics has been working “non-stop” to put together a nonconference schedule.
“This is a great opportunity for our program to compete against one of the nation’s top
programs, and I want to thank Florida State for giving us the opportunity to be a part of its
2020 schedule,” said Seitz.
In addition to this game against the Florida State Seminoles, the JSU Gamecocks football
team is set to play the North Alabama Lions on Oct. 17 and the Florida International
Panthers on a date to be announced later.
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OPINION: Opening schools ‘too risky’
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/opinion-opening-schools-too-risky/
August 20, 2020

Stephen Duke, Correspondent
It’s a hot button issue right now in the current climate of the world: with a pandemic going
on, should schools be opening?
I first want to look at this from the point of view of those in favor of opening schools.
School can be a safe haven for many students. Some students have very toxic and terrible
home lives, and school tends to be that one place where they get the love and support they
need to flourish in life. Without school, there are many students in rural areas who may go
without nourishment. For many students in households who live in poverty, school is the
time they get food. During that time, they are often fed breakfast and lunch.
Another argument for the opening of schools is that most socialization in the middle high
school age bracket occurs at school. Since the lockdowns and stay at home orders began
way back in March, students have been cooped up in their homes. According to a study
conducted in China, approximately a quarter of the 1,784 children surveyed — that is,
roughly 20-25 percent — stated feeling depressed. This could primarily result from the
“lack of outdoor activity and play or social interactions,” according to researchers in the
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Journal of the American Medical Association Pediatrics. The development of socialization
skills in children and teens is vital, and taking away the social hub in their lives greatly
reduces that development, thus leading to problems emotionally.
Now for the other side of the token ― Looking at this from the perspective of one who is
going into education, I can see where teachers are advocating for online learning over
opening schools. Schools tend to be a virus’s paradise. Oftentimes, we see sicknesses like
the flu and strep throat running rampant in schools. It stands to reason that a virus like
COVID-19 would be very similar in nature. However, it’s not just the fact of schools being
virus hotbeds. It also has to do with the nature of how the classrooms would be structured.
Under normal conditions, classrooms can be arranged in a variety of ways. There may be
desks lined up in rows; tables for stations, groups, or labs; or special seating, such as
reading chairs, math hubs, or the like. Under COVID-19 conditions, teachers have to be
very decisive with how to lay out their classrooms. Some may have to use special partitions
to keep students from getting in one anothers faces when social distancing is not feasible.
Some of the partitions may even be as tall as the workspace. These would be rendered
ineffective once students poke holes in them.
With all of this in consideration, it is my belief that schools should wait it out at least a few
weeks. We’ve already seen in areas where schools started back at the end of July and into
the beginning of August have had students attend school with symptoms while awaiting
test results. We’ve seen students not adhere to the masks and social distancing guidelines.
It is too risky. While schools are not in session, many are still providing food for children.
The reopening of schools at this time is not worth the risk. There’s also always the
possibility that students and teachers bring it home to their family. Sometimes students
may have parents who live with their parents to help take care of them. If a student
brought the virus home to their grandparents, according to many doctors I have spoken
with, it would prove to be lethal. Yes, we need our children to learn, but we also have to be
responsible. The school year of 2020-2021 will be one for the history books indeed. The
best option may be to open the history books, as well as the others, from home for now.
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OPINION: Playing fall sports would ‘likely make it
impossible to have football for decades to come’
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/opinion-playing-fall-sports-would-likely-make-it-impossible-to-have-football-fordecades-to-come/
August 20, 2020

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
2020 has been a year full of cancellations, postponements and rescheduling. Church,
education, small businesses and sports have seen drastic changes.
In the last few days, however, COVID-19 has struck Americans in a different way: college
football. Yes, the annual Saturday tradition is likely to be unrealistic until 2021. And I
believe that in 10 years the NCAA will not regret their decision to delay or cancel the
upcoming football season. The financial consequences, health risks, and the priority to lead
students before you train athletes were just a few reasons that the NCAA and their
universities made the right decision.
Let’s first discuss the financials of such a big decision. After all, a football season is not
possible without dollars in the universities’ “pockets”. Just take a second to remember the
last football game you attended at any level. What did you spend money on during that
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day? You probably could think of your ticket, parking before the game, food at a concession
stand, a souvenir to take home, just to name a few. All of those areas being where
universities like JSU would see drastic decrease in the 2020 season. I’ll give you an
example from the University of Alabama. If a base ticket price of $75 is calculated the
university would lose almost $4 million dollars a game…with the stadium at half capacity.
Not only would major conference programs take a financial hit, but also FCS and lower
FBS programs. These lowers level teams get payment for travelling to play high-profile
schools. For example, in 2014 and 2015 the Gamecocks travelled to play Michigan State
and Auburn which brought the university $1.15 million total. A sum of money that
(combined with your normal athletic funding) provided scholarship offers, facility
renovations, equipment improvements, and staff salaries. In all likelihood, if a school does
not have a team that gets ESPN-type exposure the football program would be spending
more money then it was bringing in. That means that a season with competition would
likely make it impossible to have football for decades to come.
I could not justify my argument without addressing the source of the mayhem: COVID-19.
A disease that has claimed the spring sports season and is now carrying over into the fall.
Social distancing is a phrase forever etched in our brains. A health practice that falls under
the category “easier said than done”. Walmarts and churches can barely adhere to social
distancing standards, and in a sport like football it is highly unlikely. Hundreds of
personnel crowded on sidelines, players face to face at the line of scrimmage, and national
media packed in a small stadium box. All of those different lifestyles leaving each game to
travel back to their respective hometowns or weekly jobs. Is it possible that come
November the national uproar of COVID-19 will have quieted; of course. However, there is
a reasonable question of “Are the risks worth the chance?”.
The NCAA’s decision is similar to flipping a coin that may not land on heads or tails. The
United States will be in the middle, similar to today. We have healthy football players now
but how long does it last? A university’s facilities are operated properly but do you trust
other schools? Do universities allow athletes to intermingle with regular students? What
are the results of a team having to cancel consecutive days of practice during game week?
The NCAA saw that none of those questions had a clear, nationwide answer. Therefore, the
smartest choice was taken; to forgo the fall sports championships. What’s the result of that
decision? Of course, a 2020 fall without the sport; but every year to come with stadiums
guaranteed to be full screaming fans and touchdowns.
I will leave you with one quote from Earl Campbell, a famous NFL running back from the
80’s: “I talk to student-athletes. I try to get them to remember that they’re not just athletes,
but student-athletes. You need to get an education, keep your hands clean and try to
represent the university.”
The NCAA has recently been losing sight of that quote. The association allows multimillion dollar television deals and social media to drive the narrative that football players
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come to school to play on Saturdays, only using class as a way to keep them out of trouble.
One fact I didn’t know until recently was that FBS football is independent from the NCAA,
the reason that the champion doesn’t receive the wooden rectangle trophy, but a shiny gold
trophy instead. Monopolizing one sport over all others to not allow an association to limit
their economic and social power. Last week the NCAA took a step back and looked over
their entire network of universities. The Board of Directors thought to themselves “if we
say we lead student-athletes, we have to care for the athlete and the student”.
Hopefully the leaders in FBS football will do the same. Yes, football is popular but it isn’t a
necessity. Education is, a healthy student is, and the trust of all universities is.
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JSU to play four non-conference games after OVC
postpones fall sports
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/jsu-to-play-four-non-conference-games-after-ovc-postpones-fall-sports/
August 20, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
The Ohio Valley Conference announced on Friday that they are planning to postpone their
season until spring due to the uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.
“After careful deliberation, weighing all the factors as presented, and given the current
uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the OVC Board of Presidents voted to
postpone the Conference’s fall sports to the spring,” said Beth DeVache, the Ohio Valley
Conference Commissioner in a press release.
Greg Seitz, JSU’s athletic director, shared that while he was disappointed to hear the news,
he was optimistic about spring athletics and how hard student athletes were preparing.
“Obviously we are disappointed that our student athletes won’t have the opportunity to
compete for OVC championships this fall, but we are excited they will have the opportunity
in the spring,” said Seitz. “Our student athletes have been working hard in the offseason
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preparing. We just want to make sure competition does occur as safely as possible under
the circumstances.”
Notable FCS conferences who have also postponed their season include the Big South
Conference, which includes border rival Kennesaw State, and the Southern Conference,
conference of recent opponent Chattanooga.
The decision from the Ohio Valley Conference prompted the postponement of the
Gamecocks’ football games against Florida International and Southeastern Louisiana. In a
Twitter post by the FIU Panthers staff, the team announced, “FIU will postpone all
intercollegiate competitions through September 16th.”
The Ohio Valley Conference is allowing football teams to play up to four non-conference
games at their own discretion. Seitz shared that the university is in the process of planning
these four games.
“Both FCS and FBS opponents are wanting us to play, so we are trying to look and see how
we can get those four games,” said Seitz. “We are currently already under contract with
Florida International and North Alabama, so those games are already contracted. We
should be playing both of those opponents, so we’re just trying to fill those other two
dates.”
Four days prior to the Ohio Valley Conference announcement, JSU football practice was
suspended until Monday due to uncertainty in the upcoming football schedule.
Even with the uncertainty surrounding football this season, Seitz assured fans that their
support does not go unnoticed and that JSU will bounce back from this. Seitz told JSU
football fans that they are “the best fans in FCS football.”
“We all want to have this pandemic behind us to where we can all be together for a normal
season,” he said. “Hang in there with us as we get through this abnormal fall and spring.
We appreciate everything our fans do for us.”
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Taylor Swift drops surprise album ‘Folklore’
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/taylor-swift-drops-surprise-album-folklore/
August 20, 2020

Alexandra O’Neal, Correspondent
Less than a year after her record-breaking album Lover was released Taylor Swift dropped
her eighth album on July 23. The unannounced album shocked fans around the world not
only because of the contrast with her last album, but also because of the timing. Swift
wrote and recorded the entire album right in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic,
around the same time that her Lover Fest concerts were scheduled and canceled due to the
virus.
Folklore has an entirely different mood than her previous album Lover, which had more of
an emphasis on upbeat, rhythm-focused lyrics. Folklore has mellower melodies, less like
the generally dance-worthy tracks on her last album and more like poetic storytelling.
Folklore has major Sunday-afternoon-in-the-rain vibes.
Instead of focusing on the rhythm of the lyrics, I found myself swaying to the hushed
melodies, which showcase Swifts’ incredible vocal range and style. The entire album has a
subtle, contemplative mood, which is possibly due to the haunting lyrics and simplicity of
the instruments. Most songs feature little more than piano, guitar, a drum track, and
vocals.
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However, there were moments that reminded me of the songwriting on Lover. For
example, the chorus in “august” has lines rhythmically similar to several songs on her
previous album. The first few lines of the chorus, “but I can see us lost in the memory /
August slipped away into a moment in time,” musically echo the buoyant melodies of
Lover.
I was surprised by the amount of fictionalized storytelling that Swift included in her lyrics.
Less like the subtle commentary of her current situation in life, she wrote an impressive
storyline throughout the album, filled with emotionally raw lyrics.
The album is also very lyrically connected, with several of the songs existing separately but
also commenting on other songs. “Cardigan”, “August”, and “Betty” are different
perspectives on the same love story, “The 1” and “Peace” are also connected, and “Invisible
String” and “The Lakes” are as well.
All in all, the songs on Folklore are lyrically and musically cohesive. The songs on the
album flow easily from track to track, which is likely due to the fast production of the
album, which was written and recorded within a few months.
Hannah Baugher, a lifelong Taylor Swift fan, commented on the intentionality of song
order on the album.
“The way that she wrote it was very intentional,” Hannah said, adding how disorienting it
was listening to the album on shuffle. Although Lover was a great album with amazing
songs, Folklore takes songwriting to another level. The songs are expertly ordered on the
album, and written so that the music transitions logically from song to song, and the lyrics
connect in several places. Folklore is a masterpiece in that respect, excelling in lyric
storytelling, cohesive tracks and brilliantly honest lyrics.

2/2

Marching Southerners set to play at games, but only
from the stands
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/marching-southerners-set-to-play-at-games-but-only-from-the-stands/
August 20, 2020

Arynn Williams, Correspondent
There are a lot of uncertainties this semester due to COVID-19. Everything from classes to
campus sponsored events must be ready to change at a moment’s notice. By now, most
students are aware of the changes in their classrooms: use of masks and social distancing
are now mandated to keep students and their families safe. How have non-classroom
activities changed, though?
Kenneth Bodiford, director of the Marching Southerners, explained that his plan revolves
around social distancing and splitting the band into three smaller bands—what he calls
“the Southerners to the power of three”. These three bands will operate as separate entities,
each rehearsing and performing independent from one another.
While this plan is definitely new and may take some adjusting, Bodiford promises the
Southerners will still be very enjoyable to watch.
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The separation of the Southerners into three groups is not the only change that students
will see come football season. Members of the band will not be wearing their uniforms—or,
at least, not the uniforms you’re used to seeing them in. Instead, expect a similarly cohesive
style that will be safer to implement during the pandemic. These uniforms include masks,
too, of course.
The Southerners will also not be where you’re used to seeing them. Due to a new ruling
from the Ohio Valley Conference, marching bands may not enter the field during a game.
Band members will instead play in the stands.
Each of the three bands will play in a different location in the stands. They won’t all be
playing the exact routine either; just as the members have been split into different groups,
all music has been assigned individually as well.
Band members are still happy to be playing this season, but are understandably a little
disappointed by all the changes.
Sadie Jacobs, member of the Southerners and a [], said that while “playing in the stands is
super fun,” they are sad about the OVC ruling since “marching on the field is why [they] do
marching band.”
While social distancing and various safety procedures will be required, the Southerners are
ready and excited to perform for their fans this football just as they have at every game in
the past. They might look a bit different than the band you’re used to, but a pandemic can’t
stop their talent from shining through.
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Midnight Sun joins Twilight franchise
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/midnight-sun-joins-twilight-franchise/
August 20, 2020

Breanna Hill, Features Editor
Stephanie Meyers finally released Midnight Sun on Aug. 4, adding to the already massively
popular Twilight franchise. Midnight Sun takes fans back to the first part of the epic love
story between Bella Swan and Edward Cullen, this time from the beloved vampire’s
perspective.
The process of writing and releasing this addition wasn’t easy. All hope was lost when
Meyers abandoned the project back in 2008 when part of the book was leaked online. Fans
weren’t sure if Midnight Sun would ever be a reality once that occurred. Fans still refused
to give up, proving their loyalty to the saga which made over 3.3 billion worldwide.
Meyers began a countdown on her website for a big announcement. Fans eagerly waited
while the countdown continued and finally on May 4 of this year the countdown ended and
Meyers announced the release date for Midnight Sun, Aug. 4. In the first week alone one
million copies sold and it’s holding the No. 1 spot on USA TODAY’s Best-Selling Books
List.
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The book is 672 pages in length, which exceeds the amount in Twilight; it’s no surprise
when you factor in Edward’s profound thoughts and background that are unavailable in the
first book of the saga.
The reason this book is such a monumental addition is because of the amount of new
information it produces. Seeing a story from a different perspective brings upon new plots
and storylines that can create new opinions and ideas. Edward’s perspective lets fans see
his vulnerability, true intentions and the struggles he faces daily when wanting to keep
Bella near him and far away from him at the same time.
Fans finally get a look into what goes on when Edward is away from Bella while
simultaneously giving a better view of how the Cullens deal with everyday life while
keeping their secret. The book showing Edward’s struggles with wanting to do what’s best
for Bella while also wanting to be with her is coinciding with what happens in the second
book New Moon.
The Twilight Saga was the first book series I was obsessed with. I first came across the
books while in fifth grade and it has remained one of the best series I’ve ever read. I have
trouble from time to time finding a book series that will keep me entertained long enough
to finish the books, and to be quite honest with myself I find myself comparing every series
I try out to the Twilight Saga and a couple other of book series I’ve read that have
captivated me in some way.
Because of my deep appreciation and admiration for the series, when I heard Midnight
Sun was finally being released I could barely contain my excitement. I pre-ordered it and it
was read within a few days. I learned more about Edward and the Cullens family than I
thought possible and it left me wanting more. I, along with the other fans, will always want
more.
Luckily for us, Meyers has toyed with the idea of writing more books, not necessarily from
Edward’s perspective (although I’m dying for New Moon from his perspective), but maybe
stories regarding the lives of Jacob and Renesmee. I’m not getting my hopes up for any
more movies because I find it to be a bit far fetched that they could convince Robert
Pattinson and others to revisit an old project, not to mention the fact they no longer look
like high school students which would make the film even more impossible.
It should also be noted that though I appreciated the love story between Edward and Bella,
I was always a Team Jacob fan, but reading Midnight Sun and knowing Edward’s thoughts
and the lengths he went just to keep Bella safe has caused me to soften my view on their
relationship and understand it a bit better.
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The book is beautifully written and offers fans more than just a different perspective. It lets
them revisit a beloved book series and experience it in a whole new way. I highly
recommend giving it a read. It’s quite fun to compare both his perspective and Bella’s and
see how the unique love story develops from both angles. 10/10.
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A look at each presidential candidate’s No. 2 pick
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/a-look-at-each-presidential-candidates-no-2-pick/
August 20, 2020

Ashleigh Crouch, Correspondent
With the 2020 presidential election rapidly approaching, candidates are beginning to
announce their running mates. As undecided voters consider their options, each major
party candidate has selected the person they believe to be the best fit for their campaign.
Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden recently announced California Senator
Kamala Harris as his running mate.
Harris was admitted to the California Bar in 1990 and immediately began her political
career as deputy district attorney in Alameda County, California.
In 1998, Harris was recruited to become the San Francisco assistant district attorney,
where she later became chief of the Career Criminal Division. According to her official
campaign website, Harris was elected district attorney of San Franciscoin 2003, becoming
California’s first district attorney of color.
She served as San Francisco’s district attorney from 2004 and was elected Attorney
General of California in 2011. She was elected to the United States Senate in 2017.
Her official campaign website claims that her mission in the Senate has been “fighting for
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the rights of all communities in California.” Harris is most well known for her stances of
supporting women’s rights to obtain legal abortions, and opposing the death penalty.
Donald Trump’s vice president, Mike Pence has been involved with politics since 2001,
where he served as a member of the United States House of Representatives for Indiana’s
second and sixth district.
According to his page on the official website for the White House , Pence was unanimously
elected as chairman of both the House Republican Study and the House Republican
Conference, where he served from 2009 to 2011. He held his congressional seat until 2013
when he was elected governor of Indiana. He was officially elected alongside Trump as
Vice President in 2016.
Jo Jorgensen, the Libertarian party’s nominee for the 2020 presidential election, recently
announced her running mate as Jeremy “Spike” Cohen.
Cohen originally ran as the proposed running mate of libertarian candidate Vermin
Supreme, who lost the nomination to Jorgensen. Cohen was elected by the party to run
alongside Jorgensen after three rounds of voting. Cohen is the first Jewish Vice
Presidential nominee since 2000.
Cohen has been a Libertarian activist since 2016. According to Jorgensen’s campaign
website, Cohen is an advocate for the denormalization of the two party voting system in the
United States. The Libertarian platform includes issues like comprehensive criminal justice
reform and the reduction of national debt by reducing the overall size of the government.
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JSU students discuss the potential impact of a TikTok
ban on younger generations
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/jsu-students-discuss-the-potential-impact-of-a-tiktok-ban-on-younger-generations/
August 20, 2020

Brooklyn Wilkes, Correspondent
Recently, President Trump signed an executive order to ban a social media app from the
United States after 45 days if they are not sold by its Chinese parent companies.
This app, known as TikTok, is a video sharing application that allows users to release a
variety of content to millions of other users worldwide. Currently, it is owned by
ByteDance, Ltd., a company that was founded and currently operates in China.
TikTok may be saved if it were to be bought by an American company as The Atlantic has
said, “Unless, as Trump has put it, a ‘very American’ company buys TikTok”. Microsoft is a
very motivated buyer and has offered $50 billion for TikTok, and have been in negotiations
per the executive order.
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If TikTok really does get banned, then what kind of impact should be expected? Not only
does this platform allow its users to be creative, but it also has created a safe space for
many users when there was nowhere else they felt they could turn to.
Many students at JSU had strong feelings on how they felt about the banning of TikTok and
how they think it would impact things for social media.
“I think it’s an attempt to take away a freedom of expression for so many people,” said JSU
senior Rebekah Ledbetter. “TikTok has become a safe space for queer, BIPOC, and
alternative creators that have never been able to hold a platform. It’s an amazing platform
that has the ability to rally together and work for a cause that young people believe in.”
Ledbetter said that part of why Trump is attempting to ban TikTok is because of those on
the platform that disagree with him.
“I also see it as an extension of the media, as I can get accounts firsthand from events such
as the BLM protests to those who are in Beirut dealing with the aftermath of the
explosion,” said Ledbetter.
JSU student Tyler Farmer said that banning TikTok would negatively affect the younger
generation.
“Personally, I found my own confidence through the app,” Farmer said. “I saw people that
are examples and inspirations to me personally on the app and that gave me the courage to
be the person I am today.”
Farmer explained that the generation uses the app to connect with like-minded people and
to engage with social movements such as Black Lives Matter.
“Social media apps such as TikTok have allowed our generation to speak freely and
exercise our first amendment right,” he said. “This ban will restrict our generation and cut
out a major way for us to connect with one another while simultaneously restricting our
freedom of speech rights.”
The U.S. is not the only country who has brought up the banning of TikTok. Other
countries have banned the social media app as well, including India, that banned the app
in June of this year. Indonesia had a ban of TikTok in place in 2018, but it was eventually
called off.
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Meet the candidates for the Jacksonville City Council
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/meet-the-candidates-for-the-jacksonville-city-council/
August 20, 2020

Madison Bailey, Correspondent
The Jacksonville City Council election will take place on Tuesday, August 25. The polls will
open at 7 a.m. and will close at 7 p.m.
There are a total of ten candidates who are running for city council positions, with four of
the candidates seeking reelection. The following four locations will serve as polling places
for the local election: Glenwood Meadows Meeting Room, EaglePoint Church, West Side
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall and First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall.
Mayor:
Johnny L. Smith is seeking re-election and has been the mayor of Jacksonville for fourteen
years. Smith is an emeritus professor of mathematics at JSU, where he has taught for 34
years. He is a member of the Jacksonville Exchange Club, ALM Policies Committee, and
the East Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission; he also serves as the
Vice Chairman of ALM Energy, Environmental and Natural Resources Committee. Smith
was the 2017 Jacksonville News Citizen of the Year and the 2017 Book of Golden Deeds
Recipient.
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Smith is for:
Open communication and transparency with citizens
Collaboration between the city of Jacksonville, city schools, and JSU
Continuing the positive growth for Jacksonville “without losing the small-town
feeling that makes us who we are” (Sherry Laster, campaign)
City Council – Place 1:
Clara Valtorta is a self-employed math curriculum specialist with a focus on K-12 content.
She is married with a five-year-old daughter. Valtorta grew up in Columbia, South Carolina.
She attended the College of Charleston for her bachelor’s and the University of Texas for
her master’s before settling down with her family in Jacksonville. Valtorta believes it is
beneficial to “have a group of people representing [the public] that have different and
varied life experiences and points of view.” She is aware that her “life experiences and
outlook may differ from other people in Jacksonville,” but she vows to be open and listen
to every idea.
Valtorta is for:
Supporting local businesses while also bringing more businesses to Jacksonville
Advocating for more inclusion and accessibility in Jacksonville
Collaboration and connecting with the Industrial Development Board in order
to bring new growth and industry to Jacksonville
Looking for gaps in representation
Andy Green has been active in the Jacksonville community for over two decades. Green is
an Advisory Board Member for Calhoun County Habitat for Humanity. He is the Chairman
of the Commercial Development Authority in Jacksonville as well as the Co-chair of the
Complete Count Committee for Calhoun County. He served as Calhoun County Chamber of
Commerce Ambassador and was named the 2019 Chamber Ambassador of the Year. Green
is an alumnus of JSU and has continued to serve the university for over fifteen years. He
currently holds the title of JSU Director of Continuing Education and Outreach.
Green is for:
Jacksonville serving as an example for other cities while remaining proactive
Promoting activities in an accessible way through multiple channels
Jacksonville being synonymous with education – emphasizing the importance
of education
Strengthening the city’s relationship with JSU, city schools, businesses, and
residents
City Council – Place 2:
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Terry Wilson has served as a city councilman for Jacksonville since 2019. He is now retired
but dedicated a large portion of his life to working in business. Wilson is an alumnus of
JSU, where he earned his bachelor’s in business and master’s in personnel counseling. He
was once the owner of Higginbotham Printing, a business located in Anniston that
primarily printed for JSU many years ago. He is married with two grown children. Wilson
served as president of the Gamecock Club as well as president of the Calhoun County
Chapter of the JSU Alumni Association for several years.
Wilson is for:
Ensuring the safety and wellbeing of the city of Jacksonville
Encouragement of growth within the city of Jacksonville and working through
challenges to bring more business to the area
Improving the quality of education, from the city schools to JSU
Strengthening the relationship between JSU and the city with a goal of working
together as a team
City Council – Place 3:
Tony Taylor has served as a city councilman of Jacksonville since 2016. He is the Vice
Chairman of the Calhoun County 9-11 Board of Commissioners, and he has served and
chaired committees within his church – First Baptist Church of Jacksonville. He is a
member of the East Alabama Regional Planning and Development Committee, and he
serves as liaison for the Jacksonville Bicycle Advisory Committee. Taylor dedicated thirtyone years of service to the Anniston Fire Department and even served as Chief of the
Anniston Fire Department before retiring in 2017.
Taylor is for:
Applying work experiences through serving the citizens of
Jacksonville
Listening to the voice of each individual citizen
Strengthening relationships that were developed through his work in municipal
government – making solid connections as a city councilman
City Council – Place 4:
Sherry Laster is the owner of Perfect Touch Hair Salon, a small business in Jacksonville
she opened in 1987. She is also a cosmetology instructor for Calhoun County schools and
serves on the Jacksonville City Board of Education. Laster encourages her students to serve
the community through the beauty industry by volunteering and providing services like
free haircuts for kids in July. Laster, who is an alumnus of JSU, has lived in Jacksonville
since 1984 and is married with two children. She often volunteers at the Boys and Girls
Club and the after-school program in Jacksonville.
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Laster is for:
Harnessing drive and commitment to make a difference while serving all people
in the Jacksonville community
Collaboration between the city of Jacksonville, local schools, businesses, and
JSU
Encouraging growth while placing emphasis on the Jacksonville’s small-town
feeling
Adam Allen is a small business developer who runs a manufacturing facility and real estate
development, both commercial and residential. He is originally from Shreveport,
Louisiana, but has been working in Jacksonville for the last fifteen years. Allen and his wife
decided to settle in Jacksonville and raise their two children in the Jacksonville
community. Allen serves at his local church and volunteers as a coach for a youth baseball
team. He is very active in both of his children’s lives as well as the Jacksonville community
in general.
Allen is for:
Offering his abilities and skills from work experience to help further the local
economy and to aid in the growth of existing small businesses
Belief that a strong local economy will fuel education
Offering Jacksonville youth more programs and activities
Jerry Parris is a retired engineer and an alumnus of JSU. He has actively served as a City
Councilman of Jacksonville since November of 2000. He is a member of the Finance and
Public Safety Committee and serves as the Chairman of the Public Works Committee.
Parris is the city of Jacksonville Representative to the Calhoun Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) of the East Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission
(EARPDC). He is a member of both the Gideons International and the Exchange Club and
also serves as Elder and Trustee of the Church of the Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Parris is for:
Communicating the goals and concerns of the city of Jacksonville to other
legislative bodies
Improvement of programs and organizations
Listening to the views of the public on matters concerning city operations
Ensuring the welfare and order of the city of Jacksonville
City Council – Place 5:
Coty Galloway works for the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries. He was
born and raised in Jacksonville, and he is an alumnus of JSU. Galloway has actively served
as a city councilman of Jacksonville since 2016. He is a Jacksonville Public Library Board
Member and a member of the city of Jacksonville Planning Commission. He is a member
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as well as trustee of Jacksonville First United Methodist Church. Galloway is also a
member and chairman of Town and Gown, which focuses on the relationship between the
citizens of Jacksonville and the students at JSU.
Galloway is for:
Community-oriented representation
Promotion of economic development
Strengthening the support of education on all levels
Matt Walz has been a resident of Jacksonville for twenty-two years. He is an alumnus of
JSU, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. He is the self-employed
owner of Matt’s Computer, which is located in Jacksonville. Walz has been married for
twenty years and has a sixteen-year-old daughter. He is very involved in his church and
invests much of his time in working hard to better his business. Walz believes that city
council “is the most humble level of government a person can hold and is the most
important level of government to represent the people.”
Walz is for:
Representing the people by listening and hearing the issues of the citizens of
Jacksonville
Going above and beyond to ensure that issues are addressed and resolved
Committing to give 110% in a position of representation on city council, just as
he does with his business
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JSU schools announce individual reopening guidelines
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/jsu-schools-announce-individual-reopening-guidelines/
August 20, 2020

Ashley Phillips, Copy Editor
As students and faculty re-enter the classrooms this week at JSU, the prospect of what
reopening might look like has been on everyone’s mind.
The individual schools have set up their own set of safety standards for re-opening, so
students might notice the rules for each hall will vary.
Most of the classrooms will be equipped with a sanitation station, and the use of masks is
mandatory. Laminated schemes for where classroom furniture should be for proper social
distancing have been posted on all the doors of all classrooms. With this basic standard in
place, here are a couple other practices put into place from each of the JSU schools.
School of Arts and Humanities
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Students in the art studios will be provided with a pair of nitrile gloves and mask per class
session as they will be using communal objects. Plastic dividers have been installed in the
costume shop at the Drama Department, and communal items such as the sewing
machines or pins must be sanitized after each use.
School of Business and Industry
As with most of JSU’s classes, the school has moved many of their classes online or in a
hybrid setting wherever possible. Lab spaces have been modified for social distancing.
School of Education
Classrooms have been modified with plexiglass screens in front of the instructors. Some
buildings have enabled one entrance and one exit to the building to ensure proper flow of
traffic, as well as checkpoints if necessary. Labs have been modified for reduced seating
availability to ensure physical distancing.
School of Health Professions and Wellness
Nursing students will be limited to two students per bed, with cloth dividers separating
each bed. Students will have their temps checked at the start of each class. Social distancing
in place, with plexiglass dividers for teachers
School of Human Services & Social Sciences
Some labs have been closed off for students for the fall semester. The Psychology pigeon lab
has been closed to students but the forensics lab at McClellan remains open.
School of Science
Classrooms, as with others, have been assessed for their capacity and students will attend
on a rotation based attendance if class size is over the maximum. Plastic shields will
prevent entry into offices but will allow interaction between students and instructors. More
information for each school can be found on the JSU website, here.
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SGA votes unanimously to recommend renaming Bibb
Graves Hall
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/sga-votes-unanimously-to-recommend-renaming-bibb-graves-hall/
August 20, 2020

Logan Irwin, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State University Student Government Association Senate voted
unanimously on Monday, August 3, 2020 to recommend changing the name of Bibb
Graves Hall.
The SGA put forward this plan “in hopes of finding a new name that better represents
Jacksonville State University’s beliefs and values.”
Bibb Graves Hall is named after the former governor of Alabama, Bibb Graves, who served
two terms in the state from 1927 to 1931, and 1935 to 1939. Graves also served high up as a
leader in the white supremacist group the Ku Klux Klan.
The building is located in the center of campus and home to many important offices for
students and student life on campus. It was built in 1930, making it one of the oldest
buildings at JSU, according to The Encyclopedia of Alabama.
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Graves was known as a segregationist that put policies in place which reflected his support
for the segregation of races in the South.
The SGA’s resolution included a list of policies that became law or were maintained under
Grave’s governorship, including the “Division of Negro Education” which was enacted to
“oversee Black American segregated schools.“
“Six lynchings of African Americans took place during the time that Gov. Bibb Graves
served as a member in the KKK,” the resolution reads. “While he served his terms as
governor, seven confirmed lynchings took place in the state of Alabama.”
Asked how he felt about how he believed the resolution plan would play out, SGA President
Jerod Sharp said, “I believe any resolution plan has the best chance of succeeding when it is
thoroughly planned out and backed up with factual evidence, rather than emotional
feelings. We must convince others through facts, evidence, and research that supports the
climate our world is currently in. I believe it has a strong chance of being passed.”
To rededicate the building, the SGA stated that they will follow the order that is presented
within the Alabama Memorial Preservation Act of 2017. The resolution includes that the
rededication shall be supported by the student body, supported by university
administration, and supported by the state of Alabama.
The SGA has also put together a plan to help aid the university and its students with
different ways to begin considering a new name for the building.
An online petition supporting the renaming of Bibb Graves Hall garnered over 3,000
signatures in the summer. The petition itself suggests renaming the building after Mrs.
Barbara Crook-Storey, who was the first African American student admitted to JSU in
1969.
Asked about a possible new name for the building, Sharp said, “We have a few name
options up in the air. One of those being for Mrs. Barbara Crook-Storey who is mentioned
in the online petition. Another possible option would be moving over the name of Daugette
Hall, (currently home to Veteran’s Services) which is named after Jacksonville State’s third
president, Mr. Clarence William Daugette. He brought Jacksonville State through The
Great Depression, WWI, and caused a lot of vital and fundamental things to happen in
desperate times.”
In other business, the Senate:
— Approved a bill to amend Chapter 400 of the SGA Code to: “The Student Judiciary Panel
shall be made up of a minimum of three (3) at-large members of the student body who are
not already elected or appointed officers within the SGA.”
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As JSU students return to campus, 60 percent say they
do not feel completely safe returning
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/08/20/as-jsu-students-return-to-campus-60-percent-say-they-do-not-feel-completely-safereturning/
August 20, 2020

Miranda Prescott, News Editor
A recent survey of 84 students conducted by The Chanticleer revealed that over 60 percent
either strongly or somewhat disagree that it is completely safe to return to campus. The
survey was conducted the week of August 11 through August 17.
Within the survey, 14 percent of students strongly agreed that the return to campus was
safe, with 13 percent somewhat agreeing. Meanwhile, 21 percent somewhat disagreed with
this. 11 percent of survey takers were indifferent towards the reopening of the school.
“I feel this way because it has already been shown over the course of the summer per JSU
email that students and faculty attending on and off campus events have unknowingly
carried the virus and exposed many people,” said JSU student Laura McGhee. “This was
only over the course of three months, not even when campus was at its peak population
wise, and COVID was still spread.”
1/3

In an effort to prevent the spread of the virus, the university enacted a mask requirement
for all students throughout campus. JSU student Daniel Jackson said he somewhat agrees
with reopening, citing the university’s mask policy.
“The University has put a mask requirement on all of the buildings on campus,” said
Jackson. “This mandate should greatly help with the containment and spread of COVID.
Even with the university’s mandate there will be students who will act in an unsanitized
manner.”
The survey also asked students if they felt that the university was doing the most effective
job possible to keep students safe. According to the survey response, 26 percent of students
strongly agreed that the actions of the university were the most effective, while 10 percent
strongly disagreed with the university’s plans.
The survey also indicated that 26 percent of students somewhat agreed with the
university’s job and 23 percent somewhat disagreed with it. 13 percent of survey takers
remained indifferent on the topic.
“If JSU was truly concerned about the health of students, less in person classes would be
offered,” said Anastasia Barker, who somewhat disagreed with the job of the university. “I
understand for certain degrees and classes that they are needed, but the majority of classes
could be online.”
“I agree that the university is trying to ensure a safe and clean environment, but based on
the past months, I am unsettled by people’s care towards the virus,” said Christain Foster,
who strongly agreed with the university’s job thus far. “If it isn’t taken seriously by every
individual the campus will be infected and I’m not convinced the campus will be as safe as
it is on the first day of class.”
Brent Cunningham, a JSU marketing professor, said the university has been “very”
responsive to helping professors make the best decisions for their own classes.
“They’ve helped a tremendous amount with making things accessible from the classroom,”
said Cunningham. “The university has done everything in its power to keep everyone safe.
Students are a low-risk population.”
Christie Shelton, JSU provost and senior vice president for academic affairs, also wants to
ensure students that the university is doing what they believe is best.
“The COVID-19 Task Force has been in place since late February 2020 and led by Dr. Jeff
Ryan who is internationally known for his work on pandemic planning and response,” said
Shelton. “Under this task force, another work group, referenced as the Fall 2020 Academic
Planning Task Force, was convened to guide the reopening of academic affairs.”
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Shelton also said that in the event the university must return to remote learning, students
will continue to have access to on campus resources such as housing and meal plans. She
asked for students to be patient with university staff.
“We want to prioritize our service to students and visitors, but with different situations
occurring and quarantine time being 14 days with isolation at 10 days, it is sometimes
difficult to maintain open offices,” she said. “Please reach out if you have any questions at
all about any of this information.”
For any updates regarding JSU’s stance on COVID-19, students are encouraged to visit the
COVID-19 website for the university at http://www.jsu.edu/coronavirus/index.html.
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